STRUGGLE  BETWEEN HEART AND THRONE        30!

and under such circumstances the granting of naturalization
papers would be illegal. Staatsrat Maurer went so far as to affirm
that it would be 'the greatest calamity that could befall Bavaria'.
Count Bray, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and of the Imperial
House, laid the minutes of the Session before the King. Ludwig I,
however, merely noted on the document: 'Munich, loth February,
1847. My decision is to be carried out immediately and without
argument/ Then a memorandum on a small scrap of paper was
attached: The monarchist principle is in force in Bavaria. The
King commands and the Ministers obey. If any one of them con-
siders it against his conscience, he should lay down his portfolio
and cease to be a Minister. The King will not be dictated to
concerning what he may or may not do. What I have already
told older Ministers, I repeated to the younger ones. Ludwig.'1
Thereupon Bray placed the decree before him and at the same
time handed the King his resignation, which was accepted without
hesitation, although only in the form of a temporary four months'
leave. All the other Ministers, even those who had nothing to do
with the naturalization question, now resolved on a mass protest
to the Monarch.

The question of the naturalization of Lola Montez then assumed
the character of a major State affair. Abel himself drew up a
memorandum2 to the King, which was signed also by Freiherr von
Gumppenberg, the Minister of War, Seinsheim, and von Schrenck.
In agitated and ill-chosen terms it brought home to the King
that the incidents in connection with Lola Montez formed practi-
cally the sole topic of conversation in the country and exposed
the King of Bavaria to the most derogatory attacks. 'National
feeling is deeply wounded/ the memorandum went on, 'because
Bavaria considers she is being ruled by a foreigner who, on account
of her reputation, is condemned by public opinion/ Finally
mention was made of the tears of the Bishop of Augsburg and the
unfavourable criticisms of foreign countries, and it was declared
that the matter would not fail to react unfavourably on the loyalty
of the army, so that it was a question affecting the welfare of the
Kingdom. If, however, the King would not listen any more to
the Ministers, they humbly submitted their resignations.

The memorable document was exactly the opposite to what it

1  Bray, p. 30.

2  Abel's Memorandum, dated llth February,   1847.    Often published, for
instance, by Sepp, p. 861 ;  Bray, p. 33 ;  and in newspapers and magazines, etc.